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strong interest in public policy and 
practical politics. James knows how 
rare is the beauty of the American Re-
public. He is a student of history and 
has worked relentlessly to preserve and 
enrich our heritage of law and policy. 

He has a brilliant mind and is always 
thinking. A real conservative in the 
classical sense, James has constantly 
worked to undergird our spasmodic po-
litical system with the timeless prin-
ciples that have made her great. 

I am a great admirer. James rep-
resents the best in public service. He 
has rock-solid values, and he is 
unafraid to fight for them. The Sen-
ate’s great loss will be the great gain of 
our most valuable Heritage Founda-
tion. There, one can be sure he will 
continue to be a champion for America. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF SINCLAIR 
OIL CORPORATION 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, 
today I wish to congratulate Sinclair 
Oil on its 100th anniversary of oper-
ations. Based in Wyoming, Sinclair Oil 
is one of the largest privately held, 
vertically integrated oil companies in 
America. 

Sinclair Oil and Refining Corporation 
was founded in 1916 by Harry Ford Sin-
clair. Under his leadership, Sinclair 
opened America’s first modern service 
stations in the 1920s. These stations of-
fered gasoline, oil changes, car repairs, 
and, for the first time, public rest-
rooms. With the establishment of this 
network of full service gasoline sta-
tions, Americans were finally able to 
experience what drivers have for nearly 
a century referred to as ‘‘the long road 
trip.’’ 

In the 1930s, the world suffered 
through the Great Depression. Sinclair 
Oil continued to operate during those 
tough times, expanding its national op-
erations by acquiring dying competi-
tors, and, more importantly, pro-
tecting hundreds of jobs at a time when 
employment was scarce. By 1935, the 
company had 20,000 employees, 8,100 
company-owned or leased service sta-
tions, and 14,000 miles of pipelines. 

It was also during this time that Sin-
clair introduced Dino the Dinosaur as 
the company’s mascot and logo. Dino 
remains the face of Sinclair Oil and is 
one of America’s best known oil indus-
try mascots. 

Following the retirement of Mr. Sin-
clair in 1948, the company continued to 
operate under various ownership 
groups until 1976, when Earl Holding 
purchased the company’s assets. Earl 
Holding, like Harry Ford Sinclair, was 
a self-made man. As was the case of 
many in his generation, Mr. Holding 
grew up with nothing during the Great 
Depression. He learned early on that 
hard work and dedication to one’s 
goals was the path to success. 

Earl Holding’s long business career 
began in 1952 when he and his wife, 

Carol, invested in a motel and service 
station called Little America. Located 
in a remote area along what is now I– 
80 in Wyoming, the Holdings took 2 
years to turn their single operation to 
profitability. They fell in love with 
Wyoming and the people they met, and 
it is where they raised their three chil-
dren, Anne, Kathleen, and Stephen. 
With their business successful, they 
began building the Little America 
chain of hotels and gas stations that 
exist throughout the West today. Just 
prior to the Holding’s purchase of Sin-
clair Oil in 1976, Little America became 
Sinclair Oil’s biggest customer. 

Today Sinclair Oil remains a vital 
player in providing American drivers 
with quality gasoline. Incorporated in 
Wyoming, the company owns refineries 
in Casper and Sinclair, WY. There are 
more than 1,300 Sinclair-branded sta-
tions located in 24 States. The com-
pany markets high-quality products, 
including DINOCARETM TOP TIERTM 
Gasoline through a network of 400 dis-
tributors. Sinclair also operates a net-
work of pipelines and terminals in the 
Rocky Mountain and midcontinent re-
gions, and the company continues to 
invest in its workers and operations to 
insure reliable and affordable products 
for generations to come. 

When Earl Holding passed away in 
2013, Wyoming lost a remarkable indi-
vidual. His love of family and commu-
nity, and his commitment to hard 
work and pursuing one’s dreams, led 
him to a life of tremendous success and 
fulfillment. 

We are fortunate that his legacy con-
tinues through the Holding family 
businesses, particularly Sinclair Oil. 
Headed by current CEO and chairman 
of the board, Ross Matthews, the Hold-
ing family remains intimately involved 
in the company’s activities, and the 
values Earl and Carol Holding lived 
their working lives by are still re-
flected in Sinclair Oil’s company vi-
sion: Love of Country, Care for People, 
Commitment to Safety. 

I invite all members of the Senate to 
join me in celebrating the 100-year an-
niversary of a truly American com-
pany, Sinclair Oil, and wishing the 
company, its employees, and the Hold-
ing family much success in the future.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VAL KUNTZ 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, in the 
Capitol in Washington, DC, there is a 
corridor that highlights the discovery 
and expansion of America. Just above 
one of the doors, there is a quote that 
reminds me of the people who have 
helped shape Montana, and that makes 
me proud to be a Westerner. The quote 
from Horace Greenley reads, ‘‘Go West, 
young men, go West and grow up with 
the country.’’ 

Today I honor a man who has grown 
up in the city of Belgrade, MT. Valen-
tine Kuntz was born and raised on the 
family farm after his parents immi-
grated to America from Russia. Folks 
know him as Val, but many may not 

know the role he has played in serving 
and building Belgrade. 

Val has served his country honorably 
throughout his life. As a young man he 
enlisted in the U.S. Army and was sta-
tioned in the Pacific theater during 
World War II. On September 2, 1945, Val 
was a part of the 200 ships sitting in 
Pearl Harbor when the Japanese sur-
rendered and ended the war. 

After the war, Val served as a saw-
mill operator and business owner in 
Belgrade. The city of Belgrade owes 
thanks to Val for his part in con-
structing the Catholic church and the 
goalposts for the Belgrade High School 
football field. Val was also the entre-
preneur behind the first fourplex hous-
ing unit in Belgrade. 

Together, Val and his wife, Betsy, 
have raised nine children, four of whom 
inherited the talent and building 
trades from their father. Today their 
children continue his legacy by work-
ing on construction projects all over 
the world. However, out of all of his 
achievements, his children are his 
pride and joy. 

On July 23, 2016, Val will celebrate 
his 90th birthday, surrounded by family 
and friends. Thank you for the long 
hours and hard work that helped build 
Belgrade, MT. I am so grateful for all 
that you have done and all that your 
children continue to do, and I wish you 
a very happy birthday.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KELLY AND CINDY 
REID 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, ‘‘If we 
all do one random act of kindness 
daily, we just might set the world in 
the right direction.’’ These are inspir-
ing words and a mantra for the Miles 
City nonprofit Wake Up & Lace Up. 
But for Kelly and Cindy Reid, this 
quote is a lifestyle, and for the last 34 
years this couple has selflessly volun-
teered their time to setting the com-
munity of Miles City in the right direc-
tion. Together they have brought eco-
nomic growth and national recognition 
to this town of nearly 9,000 people. 
They are an active couple and have 
used sports and athletic events to bring 
people from their community, Mon-
tana, and neighboring States together. 

Cindy uses running and athletics as a 
powerful motivator. As a survivor of 
acute myelogenous leukemia, she used 
exercise as a way to work through her 
illness. From this experience she co-
founded Wake Up & Lace Up, which 
provides direct funding to eastern Mon-
tana family to help cover the costs of 
cancer treatment. These costs include 
travel expenses and even wigs to chem-
otherapy patients. For one family, 
they even provided a stroller to accom-
modate a family of triplets. When dealt 
a hard hand, she turned her hardship 
into an opportunity to extend kindness 
and has inspired many others to her 
cause. Altogether the organization has 
provided nearly $103,000 to 157 patients 
and their families in Miles City, 
Forsyth, Colstrip, Hysham, Jordan, 
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Broadus, Baker, Sidney, Plentywood, 
Fairview, and Circle. 

Along with her nonprofit, Cindy in-
spires young girls through multiple 
athletic programs in her area. Cindy 
has coached fifth and sixth grade girls 
traveling basketball teams, girls’ soft-
ball, and track and field at Washington 
Middle School and Custer County Dis-
trict High School. Over the years, she 
has organized multiple athletic events 
such as Range Runners, Row Run & 
Ride, and the Badlands Bowl Fun Run. 

When she isn’t running, coaching, or 
raising money, you can find Cindy 
playing piano at the Sacred Heart Par-
ish. 

Her husband and teammate is Miles 
City native, Kelly Reid. Over the years 
Kelly has brought economic growth to 
Miles City through a variety of busi-
nesses and events. After serving 2 years 
in the Army and working as an air 
traffic controller in Salt Lake, UT, 
Kelly moved back to his hometown and 
has been promoting others to be a part 
of Miles City ever since. 

Kelly has coordinated numerous 
events, including boxing matches with 
Olympic boxer Todd Foster, concerts 
with Willie Nelson and Merle Haggard, 
the 1995 Cattle Drive, and most rec-
ognizably the Montana North Dakota 
All Star Football game. 

Every year, this game recruits 34 of 
the best senior players from each State 
and brings them together in June to 
raise money for the Knights of Colum-
bus. Over 1,500 players have partici-
pated since the inaugural game and 
brings together over 2,500 friends, fami-
lies, and fans. The game showcases 
Montana talent and instills camara-
derie and healthy competition into 
these young men. USA Today even rec-
ognized the event as the ‘‘No. 1 Mon-
tana Community Event’’ in 1998. 

They have played an irreplaceable 
role in the lives of so many. Their good 
deeds and hard work has affected citi-
zens all over Custer County, MT, and 
North Dakota and improves the lives of 
Miles City citizens every day. Thank 
you for the tireless and selfless dedica-
tion you have for your community.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING ATHENA 
TUREK-HANKINS AND DANIEL 
SAFTNER 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize two of Nevada’s 
brightest students, Athena Turek- 
Hankins and Daniel Saftner, on being 
selected as 2016 recipients of the Ful-
bright scholarship. 

The Fulbright Scholar Program was 
developed shortly after World War II by 
former U.S. Senator James William 
Fulbright to promote the exchange of 
students in the fields of education, cul-
ture, and science. Today the program 
offers 1,900 grants each year for stu-
dents to study in various fields in more 
than 140 countries worldwide. As a 
highly competitive and prestigious 
scholarship, thousands of students and 
young professionals apply from across 

the country. I am proud to congratu-
late these two students on their 
achievement. These students are shin-
ing examples of how hard work leads to 
success, and they stand as role models 
for future members of the Nevada Wolf 
Pack. 

Ms. Turek-Hankins recently grad-
uated from the University of Nevada, 
Reno, UNR, as an honors student and 
received her bachelor’s degree in inter-
national affairs with a special empha-
sis in Middle Eastern affairs. She also 
earned a bachelor’s degree in French 
and a minor in philosophy of ethics, 
law, and politics. Ms. Turek-Hankins 
will be teaching English in Luxem-
bourg this coming fall through the Ful-
bright scholarship and will have the 
opportunity to expand her knowledge 
on European economics. 

Mr. Saftner received his bachelor’s 
degree from UNR in geology in 2011. 
His studies focused more specifically 
on climate change. He is currently pur-
suing his master’s degree from the uni-
versity in hydrogeology from the Grad-
uate Program of Hydrologic Sciences. 
In addition, he spent 2 years in Cam-
eroon, Africa, as a volunteer in the 
Peace Corps. His Fulbright scholarship 
will allow him the opportunity to re-
turn to Africa in Niger, West Africa. 
While there, Mr. Saftner will research 
the variations of groundwater quality 
in the rural areas of Southwest Niger 
and participate in a global effort to in-
crease access to safe drinking water in 
developing countries. 

Today I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating these exceptional 
young Nevadans. I am proud to have 
them representing both Nevada and 
UNR as global ambassadors through 
the Fulbright scholarship. These stu-
dents worked hard for this incredible 
opportunity, and I wish them the best 
of luck in their future endeavors.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING VANDERBURG 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate John C. 
Vanderburg Elementary School on its 
team of fifth grade students and 
facilitator selected as a national win-
ner in the Student Spaceflight Experi-
ments Program, SSEP. This team of 
students should be proud of its achieve-
ment as 1 of 11 national winners se-
lected for the opportunity to have their 
experiment conducted on the Inter-
national Space Station. 

Facilitator William Gilluly and stu-
dent investigators Shani Abeyakoon, 
Kendall Allgower, and Avery Sanford 
created a winning proposal titled, 
‘‘Soybean Germination in Micro-
gravity.’’ The experiment seeks to gain 
further clarity on whether soybeans 
can be used as a vitamin and nutrient- 
dense food source for astronauts during 
long-term space travel. The experiment 
is expected to be conducted on the 
space flight scheduled to take place in 
early 2017. During this time, astronauts 
will activate the experiment as the stu-

dents conduct the same experiment on 
land, ultimately comparing the results 
to evaluate the effects of microgravity 
on the germination of seeds. 

SSEP is a national science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math edu-
cational program with the National 
Center for Earth and Space Science 
Education, which works to inspire fu-
ture generations of scientists and engi-
neers. I extend my sincerest congratu-
lations to these Nevada students se-
lected as winners of the SSEP competi-
tion. They stand as role models to fu-
ture Vanderburg Elementary students 
of what hard work and determination 
can accomplish. 

I am excited to see local students 
bringing recognition to both Nevada 
and Vanderburg Elementary School for 
their advancement in a national com-
petition. These students should be 
proud to call themselves top con-
tenders in a competitive environment. 
I ask my colleagues to join me and all 
Nevadans in congratulating 
Vanderburg Elementary School for its 
success and honorable representation 
of Nevada.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RAY HARRY 

∑ Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, today I 
congratulate Ray Harry on his recent 
retirement after 40 years at Southern 
Company. 

Ray started with Southern Company 
back in 1976 as an environmental li-
censing specialist at Gulf Power in his 
home State of Florida. Since then, he 
has held numerous senior positions 
dealing with environmental policy both 
at Gulf Power and at Southern Com-
pany itself. Most recently, he served as 
senior director of governmental affairs 
in the company’s Washington, DC, of-
fice, responsible for the direction and 
management of all Federal environ-
mental issues. He represented Southern 
with great distinction before Federal 
policymakers in both Congress and the 
executive branch, with international 
policymaking bodies such as the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, and as part of var-
ious coalitions and trade associations 
in Washington, DC. 

During his many years of service, I 
had the privilege of getting to know 
Ray and of working with him on a 
number of important environmental 
issues facing our country. He was al-
ways honest, straightforward, and 
eager to share his deep experience and 
policy expertise. More than that, his 
soft-spoken manner and quick, wry 
sense of humor made him a pleasure to 
be around. I congratulate Ray on his 
retirement and wish him and his wife, 
Sheila, all the best in their coming ad-
ventures.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MORRIS & DICKSON 
CO., LLC 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, often-
times the truest test of a small 
business’s strength is its longevity. In 
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